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Snack time consists of a bag of 
Cheez-Its and fruit punch juice boxes. 
I push my Cheez-Irs across my napkin 
and watch as a girl, covered in duSt 
and rubber rire chips, punches the boy 
next ro her. 

"Hey! Srop manhandling him!" I 
declare, suddenly feeling very old. 

"Well, he pushed me when we were 
outside," she says, pointing out her 
ragged appearance. 

"Well ... that's not an excuse ro ... " 
The boy then slaps her shoulder 

violently, and she smiles. 
"Do you guys think all this 

aggression rowards each other is just 
misplaced a.ffection?" I ask. 

She hits him in his gut. 
Nobody punched me in the gut 

during gtade school. 
As part of our "entichment ," my pint-

sized peers and I are off ro the Coolville 

Elementary computer lab. I am fully 
expecting a small, dimly lit room lined 
with ancient word-processors. What I get 
is a small, dimly lit room lined with shiny 
new eMacs. 

"Hey, Reporter, play Bloxorz!" 
Michael says. 

"What the fu .. .I mean what the 
heck is Bloxorz?" I ask. 

"Oh it's awesome! Here, let me 
show you ." 

He grabs my keyboard and journeys 
ro one of the few corners of the 
Internet permitted by the browser's 
content controls and presents ro me a 
complicated geometric game. 

Bloxorz completely and utterly 
defeats me. Suddenly I have a 
horrifying flash of me being yelled at 
by these fifth graders in their Southern 
drawls, so I switch over ro an old-
school Mario game. 

"I hated being a fifth 
grader... 1was that kid 
who tucked in his shirt, 
had his pants rolled 
up to his shins and 
showered infrequently." 
Alec Bojalad 
Fifth grader for aday 

Thankfully, I don't share an actual class 
with any of my classmates, so they do not 
know that I am trying ro detect a wireless 
signal with my laprop instead of doing 
homework in the library. Michael walks 
over ro me cautiously. 

"That's a cool laptop," he stammers. 
"Yeah, ir gets the job done ... do you 

want ro play with it?" I ask. 
"Sure! )) 
Before I know it, Michael is playing 

Bloxorz on my laprop, Justin is 
interviewing Celeste and Brittany with 
my voice recorder and Joey is Google-ing 
car logos on my phone. 

"You know, you're pretty cool, 
Reporter," Michael says as he briefly 
looks up from my laprop. 

I realize what I had been doing wrong a 
decade ago-the key to having the most 
friends is having the best roys. iii 
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